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Message Text 

SECRET 

PAGE 01 TOKYO 11913 020638Z 
ACTION SS-25 

INFO OCT-OI ISO-00 SSO-00 /026 W 

005370 020642Z/I4 

R290612Z lUN 78 
EM AMEMBASSY TOKYO 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 9215 

SECRETTOKYO 11913 

EXDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: MARR, lA, US 
SUBJECT: COST SHARING 

1 . WE BELIEVE DIFEICULT DOD DECISIONS IN REGARD TO OKINAWA 
RIFS CANNOT HELP BUT HAVE EAVORABLE EFEECT ON OUR EFEORTS 
TO OBTAIN ADDITIONAL BUDGET RELIEE AND WE WISH TO OEFER 
OUR CONGRATULATIONS TO THOSE CONCERNED IN MAKING ADJUST- 
MENTS POSSIBLE. KANEMARU'S VISIT, BOTH AS A RESULT OF THIS 
OUTCOME AS WELL AS FRANK DISCUSSION OF OTHER MATTERS, IN- 
CLUDING US CONEIDENCE IN ABILITY TO MEET ASIAN COMMITMENTS, 

WAS AN OUTSTANDING SUCCESS. IT WENT FAR BEYOND PROTOCOLARY 
CHARACTER SUCH VISITS TEND TO ASSUME. 


2. AGAINST THIS EAVORABLE BACKDROP, ADDRESSEES SHOULD BE 
AWARE THAT REPORTS RECEIVED BY MOFA ON WATARI'S FOLLOW-UP 
CONVERSATIONS IN PENTAGON INDICATE DISAPPOINTMENT WAS 
EXPRESSED AT PROSPECT COST RELIEF MIGHT AMOUNT TO "ONLY" 

$100 MILLION AND THAT THIS WOULD NOT PROVIDE GOOD CLIMATE 
FOR SECDEF VISIT IN FALL. WE WOULD JUDGE, ON BASIS OF 
CONVERSATION WITH GENERAL PINCKNEY, THAT MOFA REPORT (FROM 
ITS EMBASSY) MAY HAVE BEEN EXAGGERATED AND WE HAVE NOT YET 
SEEN US VERSION. WE WOULD POINT OUT, HOWEVER, AT RISK OE 
REPETITION, THAT KANEMARU AND WATARI ARE WELL OUT AHEAD OF 
REST OF GOJ IN ADVOCATING MAXIMUM POSSIBLE COST-SHARING. 
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IN PROCESS OF CONDITIONING POLITICAL AND PUBLIC ACCEPTANCE 
OF SIZEABLE BUDGET, THEY HAVE INCURRED FAIR AMOUNT OF BACK- 
BITING FROM OTHER MINISTRIES. WE SHOULD ACCORDINGLY 
EXERCISE UTMOST CAUTION LEST WE CREATE IMPRESSION AMONG 
OUR STAUNCHEST ALLIES THAT THEIR EFFORTS ARE NOT FULLY 
APPRECIATED. 
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3. WE WOULD NOTE ALSO IN THIS CONTEXT THAT BOTH EOREIGN 
MINISTER SONODA AND DEEENSE MINISTER KANEMARU SHARE COMMON 
APPROACH AS SELE-MADE, GRASS-ROOTS, (UNBUREAUCRATIC) 
POLITICIANS THAT PERSONAL TRUST IS ALL-IMPORTANT INGREDIENT 

IN OUR RELATIONSHIP, AND THAT JAPAN HAS REACHED STAGE WHERE 
IT WILL RESPOND TO US NEEDS WITHOUT EXCESSIVE PRESSURE. 
INQUIRIES EROM MOEA AND JDA ABOUT IMPORT OP ALLEGED STATE- 
MENTS ON SUPPICIENCY OP RELIEP INDICATE A SENSITIVE NERVE 
WAS STRUCK. DEPARTMENT WILL REST ASSURED WE WILL DILIGENT- 
LY PURSUE MAXIMUM COST RELIEF BUT AT THIS STAGE WE SEE 
ADVANTAGE IN LETTING BUREAUCRATIC WHEELS TURN IN RESPONSE 
TO DOMESTIC JAPANESE POLITICAL DIRECTION. RIP DECISION, 

LIKE BALANCE OP PAYMENTS SITUATION, WILL BE WELL-UNDERSTOOD 
PACTORS WORKING ON OUR BEHALP. 

4. DEPARTMENT MAY WISH TO PASS DOD. MANSPIELD 

NOTE BY OC/T: NOT PASSED DOD. 


SECRET 
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